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Gentlemen:

We are submitting five copies (5) of the Soil Gas Survey Report. This report
presents the results of the December 1987 field effort to characterize the
extent of contamination at the Millcreek site using an in-situ analysis of soil
gas for volatile organic compounds. The report also includes the results of

. the soil gas resampling conducted in March 1988 to confirm the December 1987
results. In addition, the rationale for the location of soil boring and
additional monitoring wells based on a qualitative assessment of the soil gas
survey is presented in the report.

Very truly yours,

MALCOLM PIRNIE, INC.

: Dharmarajan g. Iyer, Ph.D.

Project Manager
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c: Mr, Jeffrey Pike, USEPA (2 copies)
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND

The Millcreek Superfund Site is located in the Town of Millcreek, Erie,
Pennsylvania. The site is known locally as the former Harper Street dump.
This 75-acre former landfill ceased operations in 1981 when it was closed by
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources (PADER). Subsequently,
the landfill was added to the National Priority List (NPL) under the jurisdic-
tion of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In August, 1985, a
Remedial Investigation (RI) and Feasibility Study (FS) were completed at the
site by the EPA.

Based on the results of the RI, the recommendations of the FS and the
EPA's Record of Decision (ROD), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) con-
tracted with Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. to perform a remedial cleanup treatability
study of the Tandfill. As part of the initial field investigation, a soil gas
survey was to be performed by Malcolm Pirnie and its subcontractor, Tracer
Research Corporation (TRC) of Tucson, Arizona, in December, 1987.

The primary objective of this soil gas survey was to qualitatively define
the horizontal extent of the volatile organic contamination of the shallow
aquifer in and around the landfill. The results of this survey were to be
used to select locations for installing new monitoring wells and collecting
subsurface soil samples during a detailed soil and ground water investigation
scheduled for Spring, 1988.

1.2 SCOPE OF WORK
A Work Plan was prepared by Malcolm Pirnie to determine the level of
effort necessary to execute the soil gas investigation. The Work Plan de-
tailed the sampling locations, method of sample collection, analytical
methods, QA/QC procedures and sampling handling procedures which would be used
for the investigation. The Work Plan was approved by the COE prior to com-
mencing the soil gas survey.
. In accordance with the Work Plan, 45 locations were selected for sampling
at the site. The locations were selected such that 15 samples were to be
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collected within the limits of the suspectéd ground water contaminant pTume
identified in the RI, while 15 were Tocated in suspected contaminant disposal
areas on the site. The remaining 15 samples were to be collected from poten-
tially "clean" areas downgradient of the site. The final sampling locations
are shown in Figure 1. ;

Samples were to be collected at each location using a gas extraction
technique. A portable gas chromatograph would be available to analyze each
sample immediately after collection. This technique would provide a real-time
qualitative description of the presence of and extent of contamination of the
ground water or soil. The flexibility of this technique would also enable
Malcolm Pirnie to modify the sampling plan according to the analytical
results. ' ' :

Split samples were scheduled for collection at every fifth sample
Tocation. The split samples would be collected in stainless steel gas
cylinders and submitted to an approved offsite Taboratony for quantitative
analysis. This would also provide a cross-check on the analytical results
obtained in the field.

A site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HSP) was also prepared by Malcolm
Pirnie for the soil gas investigation. The COE approved the HSP prior to
beginning the soil gas investigation. The purpose of the HSP was to ensure
that the health and welfare of the investig?tive personnel and nearby resi-
dents were protected during the field investigation. The HSP described the
hazards at the site, the levels of personal protection required for specific
tasks, emergency response procedures and atmoSphefic monitobing techniques.

In response to COE concerns regarding the validity of the data obtained
from the soil gas survey, Malcolm Pirnie resahp1ed several locations in March,
1988. This sampling was performed to confirm and validate the previously
obtained data. A1l activities were to be performed in accordance with the
methods and procedures described in the Work Plan. The results of this
resampling are also presented in this report.

2.0 SAMPLING AND ANALYSIS

2.1 SITE CONDITIONS 7
In response to concern about the effect of high ground water levels on
the organic vapor concentrations, the site was inspected by Dr. Dharmarajan R.
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Iyer and Mr. Douglas J. Daley of Malcolm Pirnie on December 11, 1987 to obtain
ground water elevations in selected on-site wells. The 45 sampling locations
were also staked at this time. Ground water levels were measured with an
electronic water level indicator and organics concentrations in the well
casings were monitored using a Photovac TIP. In addition, ground conditions
in the residential areas were visually observed and property owners were
informed of the sampling program with assistance from Mr. Art Dietish,
Millcreek Town Supervisor.

The results of this initial screening are presented in Table 1. The
wellhead measurements of the total organic vapor concentration indicated the
possible presence of organic contamination of the ground water at these wells.
The water table ranged from 1.6 to 6.7 feet below the ground surface within
the wells measured.

Subsequent phone conversations with the COE and TRC were held concerning
the relatively shallow ground water table. According to TRC's experience at
other sites, representative soil gas samples could be obtained under condi-
tions where the air-filled soil porosity was as low as 5 percent. The ground
water elevations were felt to be typical of the time of year. Also, the
average monthly precipitation is uniform throughout the year, based on data in
the RI/FS report. As it was likely that the ground water levels would not
decline until late spring of 1988, it would not have been feasible to delay
the soil gas survey because of the elevated ground water conditions. A delay
in the soil gas survey would have delayed the remainder of the field investi-
gation, thereby upsetting the project schedule and the implementation of the
remedial actions. Therefore, in the interest of maintaining the project
schedule, Malcolm Pirnie decided to proceed with the soil gas sampling pro-
gram.

2.1.1 Weather

On December 14, the first day of the sampling, there was about 1 to 2
inches of wet snow cover, with a heavy cloud cover but no precipitation. In
spite of the snow cover, soil gas samples were obtained at least 2 feet below
the -ground surface, to a maximum of 6 feet.

On December 15, the weather was stormy, with light occasional rain. The
site had received heavy rainfall the previous night. Due to the rainfall and
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possible muddy conditions on the site, the sampling on this day was limited to
locations north of 12th Street where soil gas samples could be obtained at 3
to 5.5 feet below ground surface. The remaining locations were sampled at
depths of 1.5 to 4.5 feet, on December 16 on which day the area receijved
significant snowfall,

2.2 SAMPLING :

The soil gas survey was performed by Tracer Research Corporation (TRC) of
Tucson, Arizona under the supervision of Malcolm Pirnie's Health and Safety
Officer (Mr. Mark Hanna) and Project Engineer (Dr. Dharmarajan R. Iyer). The
TRC field team consisted of a field geologist (Mr. Steve Camp) and an analy-
tical chemist (Mr. Scott Cherba). The analytical chemist had been through
several TRC training sessions and had several months of on-the-job training as
an apprentice chemist prior to being assigned to the chemist position. All
analytical work was reviewed by TRC's Senior Ana1ytica1 Chemist at the comple-
tion of the job. The TRC crew obtained samples and operated the analytical
equipment. A1l personnel had been trained in accordance with OSHA require-
ments for work on a hazardous waste site.

TRC utilized an analytical field van equipped with two gas chromatographs
(6C) and two Spectra Physics SP4270 computing integrators. Two built-in
generators provided electrical power for operating the GC equipment and field
equipment. A specialized hydraulic mecﬁénism:cbnsisting of a set of jaws and
two hydraulic cylinders was used to drive and withdraw the sampling probes to
and from the desired depth. An electric hammer was used for pounding the
probe past cobbles and hard soil. Probes were constructed of 7-foot long 3/4"
diameter steel pipe fitted with detachable points.

The soil gas samples were collected by driving the hollow steel probe to
a depth of between 1.5 and 6 feet below grade. Only locations where the water
table was at least 1.5 feet below ground surface were sampled. The above-
ground end of the probe was fitted with a ;teel reducer and attached to a
vacuum pump with a polyethylene tube. Approximately 5 to 10 liters of gas was
evacuated with the pump prior to collecting the sample. The soil gas sample
was collected by using a cleaned syringe to pierce a silicone rubber segment
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of tube in the evacuation line. Ten milliliters of gas was collected for
injection into the GC. The samples were duplicated in volumes ranging between
1 ul and 2 ml, depending on the VOC concentration.

2.3 ANALYSIS
Each sample collected was to be analyzed for the following volatile
organic compounds:

Trichloroethylene (TCE)

1,1 Dichloroethylene (1,1-DCE)

total (cis and trans) 1,2 Dichloroethylene (1,2-DCE)
1,1,1 Trichloroethane (TCA)

1,1 Dichloroethane (1,1-DCA)

1,2 Dichloroethane (1,2-DCA)

Chloroethane

Vinyl Chloride

Standards were run through the GC for the following compounds:

CH2CL2 TCA 1,1-DCA 1,2-DCA
CHC13 TCE 1,1-DCE CC14 PCE

To save analysis time, compounds which were not detected in the inves-
tigation were not quantified, therefore no detection limits were calculated.
These values were reported as Not Detected (ND). The chemist would have also
attempted to identify peaks which were detected but for which no standard had
been run.

Split samples from nine locations were scheduled for analysis at an
offsite laboratory. However, since the on-site analysis detected relatively
low concentrations of organics in samples scheduled for off-site analysis, the
COE was advised that this portion of the investigation should be cancelled.

No peaks were observed in the retention time range for cis and trans
1,2-DCE, therefore the total concentration was not quantified. In addition,
1,1-DCE and 1,1-DCA were not detected at the site during the on-site analysis.

ARIO2UBD
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The detection 1imit for these three compounds was approximately 0.01 ug/1.

The gas chromatograph capable of achieving the required sensitivity for
vinyl chloride and chloroethane measurements was not available for the study.
As an alternative, Malcoim Pirnie planned to collect several soil gas samples
in stainless steel gas cylinders for analysis for these compounds in TRC's
Tucson laboratory. However, this plan was aborted in the field after a review
of the real-time data and discussions with the COE. The vinyl chloride and
chloroethane results were not obtained as planned.

Throughout the investigation, only 1,2-DCA, TCA and TCE were detected.
TRC indicated that 1,2-DCA and TCA co-eluted, and that both 1,2-DCA and TCA
concentrations were calculated from one peak. The concentration reported for
each compound indicates the range of concentration for the total concentration
of both compounds. That is, the value reported for 1,2-DCA would be the upper
Timit for the total combined concentration, while the value reported for TCA
would be the lower limit. The sum of each individual concentration would be
between the two reported values. This analytical limitation was considered
acceptable, given that previous analytical results indicated that 1,2-DCA was
present at the site in much greater concentration than TCA.

Seven of the nine split samples of soil gas which were originally col-
lected for off-site analysis were analyzed by TRC in their Tucson laboratory
to confirm the presence of both 1,2-DCA and TCA in the soil gas. The concen-
tration of 1,2-DCA in the split samples was as much as three orders of magni-
tude greater than the concentration of TCA. This relative difference in the
detected concentrations was reflected by the analytical results obtained in
the field. The results of the split sample analysis in Tucson are summarized
in Table 2.

3.0 SOIL GAS RESAMPLING 7

Following the completion of the field invéstigation in December, 1987,
TRC agreed with the COE and Malcolm Pirnie to perform an additional day of
sampling at selected locations at the site to determine if the results of the
investigation were reproducible. The additional sampling was undertaken to
determine if the analytical results had been influenced by:

AR102LBE
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lack of "qualified" analytical chemist,

precipitation at the time of sampling,

high ground water levels and saturated soil conditions, or
lack of system blanks at the required frequency.

The locations which were resampled were SG06, SGO9, SGll, SG18, SG19,
SG26, and SG35. The resampling was performed under the supervision of Malcolm
Pirnie's Project Manager (Mr. Paul H. Werthman), Project Engineer (Dr.
Dharmarajan R. Iyer) and Health and Safety Officer (Mr. Douglas J. Daley).
Two representatives from the COE, a geologist (Mr. Michael Crain) and chemist
(Ms. Connie Biderhan), were present for the sampling. The sample team from
TRC consisted of an analytical chemist (Mr. Anthony Bode) and geologist (Ms.
Randi Rosenthal), each with degrees and training appropriate to their respec-
tive responsibilities. The sampling team had been approved in advance by the
COE. )

The results obtained from the resampling on March 24, 1988 are shown in
Table 4. Precipitation during the week prior to sampling had been relatively
lTow. Occasional light rain occurred the day before and during sampling. A
total snowfall of 0.72 inches occurred between March 14 and March 21, 1988.
A1l snow had melted by the day of sampling however, as temperatures ranged as
high as 60 F on March 23. The sample depths are also shown in Table 4.

4.0 DISCUSSION OF ANALYTICAL RESULTS

The ground water sampling conducted during the RI indicated the presence
of a plume of volatile organic compound contamination under the eastern
portion of the site. The greatest concentrations of volatile organic com-
pounds were detected in the monitoring wells in this area, while the soils
appeared to be heavily contaminated in the central portion of the site. The
predominant contaminant of concern was 1,2-DCE.

Based on a preliminary review of the soil gas data in February 1988, it
was -initially felt that the detected contaminant concentrations were signifi-
cantly lower than expected at this site. Several factors may have acted in
support of each other to cause the relatively low organic vapor concentrations
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in the soil gas. Mechanisms which act to decrease concentrations of organic
vapors in the vadose zone include high rates of infiltration and dispersion.
It is possible that the infiltration of relatively "clean" rain through the
vadose zone and water table may cause the contaminated water to "sink" and
leave a stratified layer of "clean" water at the top of the water table,
thereby reducing the amount of volatilization which may occur from the con-
taminated ground water. As vertical mixing of the ground water may be rather
limited, the effect of infiltration of "clean" precipitation may be reflected
over time, rather than be limited to a single storm event.

Alternately, the contaminant concentrations detected in the ground water
during the 1985 RI and conditions at the site may be such that the observed
soil gas concentrations are what should be expected. Due to the Tow detection
limits achieved by the GC, the reproducibility of the data, and the signifi-
cantly wide range (four orders of magnitude) of concentrations measured in the
soil gas, the data provides for adequate qualitative screening of the extent
of contamination at the site and serve as the basis for the selection of soil
boring and additional monitoring well Tocations.

4.1 DECEMBER 14-16 SAMPLING

A total of 39 soil gas samples were collected and analyzed during the
investigation at the site. Samples could not be obtained at six locations due
to saturated conditions at a depth of less than 1.5 feet or due to the
Tocation being inaccessible because of wet ground conditions. The results of
the analyses are summarized in Table 3. Soil gas samples collected in the

eastern portion of the site area were expected to confirm the presence of the
contaminant plume; however, no 1,2-DCE or 1,1-DCE was detected in the soil gas
samples, nor did the remainder of the detectable compounds reflect the pattern
of ground water contamination as originally anticipated. On-site analysis of
soil gas samples indicated only the presence of TCE, 1,2-DCA and TCA. TCE
concentrations in the soil gas ranged from less than 0.0001 ug/1 to 1 ug/1.
1,2-DCA concentrations ranged from 0.003 ug/f to 4 ug/1, while TCA concentra-
tions ranged from 0.00002 ug/1 to 0.03 ug/1.

The greatest TCE concentration was Hetetted at sampling locations SG-11
and SG-21 (1 ug/1). SG-11 is Tlocated downgradient of the testpit area, near
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the north end of the mounded fill in the central portion of the site. The
soil gas at SG-10, located approximately 150 feet north of SG-11, contained
TCE at a concentration of 0.6 ug/1. SG-21 is located near MW-11, downgradient
of the center of the contaminant plume. This sample was collected in the
vicinity of a subsurface soil sample collected by the EPA's Emergency Response
Team in November, 1982, which contained TCE at a concentration of 1,670 ppb.
A soil gas sample collected at SG-18, near the center of the plume and moni-
toring well MW-10, contained TCE at a concentration of 0.6 ug/1.

During the RI, ground water sampled from monitoring wells MW23B and MW10,
near the center of the suspected contaminant plume, contained TCE at concen-
trations of 140 and 300 ug/l, respectively. Given the historical soil and
ground water data, it is possible that the TCE detected in the soil gas at
sampling locations SG-19 and SG-21 could be a result of both soil and ground
water contamination. Additional ground water sampling should be performed on
the monitoring wells in this area (e.g. MW1l, MW23, MW10), while soil boring
samples should be collected near the soil gas sample locations SG-21 and
SG-18. The elevated soil gas concentrations detected at SG-10 and SG-11 north
of the mounded fill in the central portion of the site may indicate the
presence of a source to TCE downgradient of MW20, as no TCE was detected in
the ground water at MW20 during the RI. The installation of a monitoring well
cluster downgradient of the mounded fill in the vicinity of SG10 would help
define the extent of ground water contamination and locate a contaminant
source, if present. Soil borings in this area would also assist in deter-
mining the extent of soil contaminated with TCE.

The maximum concentration of 1,2-DCA was detected offsite at SG-39 (4
ug/1), northwest of the site along the eastern bank of Marshall's Run. Other
elevated 1,2-DCA concentrations ranging from 1 to 3 ug/1 were scattered across
most of the site. 1,2-DCA was also detected at SG-35 (1 ug/1) located north
of the site, however, the concentration of 1,2 DCA in nearby soil gas samples
was two orders of magnitude less.

Ground water sampled by PADER in 1982 from MW1l, MW2 and MW5 contained
1,2-DCA at concentrations of 10 ug/1, 30 ug/1 and 42 ug/1, respectively. In
1984, during the RI, ground water samples at wells MW6 and MW9 contained
1,2-DCA at 6.0 and 7.6 ug.l, respectively. All these wells are clustered
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along the eastern property line of the site, in the area of the 17th Street
extension. Soil gas samples collected in this vicinity contained 1,2-DCA in
concentrations of 0.1 ug/1 (at SG-17 and SG-07) and 0.2 ug/1 (at SG-09 and
SG-19. These concentrations are generally one to two orders of magnitude
greater than those concentration offsite. 1,2-DCA concentrations in the soil
gas at SG-12 and SG-13 were 2 and 3 ug/1, respectively. With respect to
ground water flow, these two locations are upgradient of the suspected contami
nant plume and downgradient of the mounded Fil1.

Again, the presence of elevated soil gas concentrations of 1,2-DCA in the
central portion of the site indicates the possible presence of a source of
1,2-DCA near or downgradient of the mounded fill. The occurrence of 1,2-DCA
in the soil gas in the southeastern corner of the site closely parallels the
suspected waste disposal patterns and the occurrence of 1,2-DCA in the ground
water, particularly if the contaminant source is to the west of the existing

monitoring wells. Soil borings in the southeastern and central portion of the
site will determine the extent of soil contamination and possibly locate the
contaminant source, while a monitoring well cluster near SG-12 will help to
define the extent of ground water contamination between the mounded fill and
the eastern property line. The occurrence of the elevated concentrations at
the two offsite locations may indicate that the contaminant plume has migrated
offsite since the RI in 1984, Installing monitoring wells offsite near these
locations will therefore help to define the extent of movement of ground water
contamination.

The TCA concentrations in the soil gas decreased by two orders of magni-
tude progressing easterly from the test pit area through the contaminant plume
identified in the 1985 RI to the offsite sample locations. TCA concentrations
at sample locations in the western portion of the site were less than or equal
to 0.01 wug/1. SG-12 and SG-13, located in the center of the site, down-
gradient of the mounded fill and the test pit area, contained TCA at 0.02
ug/1. The maximum TCA concentration was detécted at SG-39, located offsite
along the bank of Marshall's Run., SG-39, with a TCA concentration of 0.03
ug/1, does not appear to fit the general trend of TCA contamination, parti-
cularly since the other offsite sample concentrations near S$G-39 were less
than 0.003 ug/1.

ARIO24LS0

0285-23-1112 - 10 -



LY S/

“PiRNIE

The occurrence of TCA in the ground water was primarily limited to the
wells in the eastern portion of the property during an investigation by PADER
and during the 1985 RI (MW1, MW3, MW5, MW9 and MW10). The maximum TCA concen-
trations in these wells include: 5000 ug/1 at MW2, 47 ug/1 at MW3, 500 ug/1
at MW5, 59 ug/1 at MW9, and 300 ug/1 at MW10. It was initially anticipated
that, relative to the remainder of the soil gas sample locations, elevated
concentrations of TCA would be detected at the soil gas sample locations
within the contaminant plume. However, TCA concentrations in the soil gas at
SG-12 and SG-13 were an order of magnitude greater than at the sample loca-
tions within the plume. As TCA was not detected in existing wells MW-15A,
MW-20A and MW-20B to the west of the mounded fill, it appears that there may
be a source of TCA contamination in the vicinity of SG-12 and SG-13.

The installation of monitoring wells near SG-12 would help to define the
extent of ground water contamination in the central and eastern portion of the
site. Soil sampling should also be carried out in the test pit sample areas,
around the mounded fill and in the eastern portion of the site to determine
the extent of soil contamination and to aid in locating possible sources of
TCA contamination. Soil borings in the western portion of the site should be
used to determine if sources of soil contamination are present, as no ground
water contamination by volatile organic compounds was detected in that area
during the RI.

4.2 MARCH 24 RESAMPLING

The results from the March 24 resampling generally indicate that the
December survey was reproducible and that the quality control employed by TRC
for both sampling events was sufficient. Except for the sample at SG18, the
remainder of the samples were determined by the COE representatives to be
acceptable as they were the same order of magnitude as the results obtained in
December, 1987. The results obtained at SG18 indicate that greater concen-
tration of VOCs were detected in March than in December.

A more detailed analysis of the data, with respect to the previous RI and
the .findings of the current soil boring and ground water sampling inves-
tigation, will be presented in the final engineering report.
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5.0 QUALITY ASSURANCE AND QUALITY CONTROL

The quality assurance and quality control (QA/QC) procedures which were
to be followed by TRC and Malcolm Pirnie are described in the Work Plan. This
discussion will focus primarily on the corrective actions which were taken
during the course of the investigation.

The qualifications of the field investigation team from both TRC and
Malcolm Pirnie were reviewed by the COE prior to beginning the investigation.
However, one member of the TRC team was replaced due to illness. The field
operations at the site was staffed by Scott Cherba, B.S. Geological Engineer-
ing and Steve Camp, B.S. Chemical Engineering. Due to Mr. Cherba's training
by TRC as an analytical chemist, inc1uding several months as apprentice
chemist with TRC, he operated the GC and pérformed the analysis. A1l work
performed by Mr. Cherba in the field was reviewed by TRC's Senior Analytical
Chemist. Only the sampling equipment was operated by Steve Camp.

The Work Plan indicated that, to obtainirepresentative soil gas samples,
saturated soil conditions must have been at least 1.5 feet below ground
surface at the time of sampling. However, at sampling locations SG14, SG16,
SG26, and SG29, saturated soil was encountered within 1.5 feet of the ground
surface. SG16, located on the edge of a large asphalt parking lot, could not
be sampled due to runoff from the parking 1ot} A sample could not be obtained

at locations SG20 and SG28 because these locations were inaccessible to the
sampling van. SG15, initially abandoned due fo its inaccessible location, was
relocated to the end of Oregon Avenue at the site limits, where it was suc-
cessfully sampled. A1l sampling points which were relocated were surveyed
into the site coordinate system; the final sampling locations are shown on
Figure 1.

System blanks were to be collected at the beginning of each day and after
every ten samples had been collected. However, a conflict in the TRC Field
Operations Manual issued to the field crew omitted this requirement and, thus,
resulted in system blanks not being taken at the required frequency. System
blanks were, however, run at the start of eacﬁ day. This resulted in omitting
one system blank on December 14 and 16 (11 énd 9 samples collected, respec-
tively) and two system blanks on December 15, 1987 (19 samples collected).
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The results of the analysis of the blanks and ambient air samples are sum-
marized in Table 5.

In response to concern regarding the effect of high ground water eleva-
tions on the soil gas concentrations, TRC provided results from previous
investigations which indicated that the analytical results of a soil gas
survey san be reproducible under a variety of geologic and hydrologic condi-
tions. Results from sites in Denver, CO, northern California and Virginia
indicated that results obtained during winter conditions were reproducible
during the following spring. To determine if the soil gas survey results
obtained at the Millcreek site were reproducible, Malcolm Pirnie and TRC
returned to the site in March 1988 to resample several locations.

6.0 HEALTH AND SAFETY

This soil gas survey was implemented  in accordance with the approved
Health and Safety Plan (HSP) submitted to the COE with the Soil Gas Survey
Work Plan. Mr. Mark Hanna provided health and safety surveillance for the
initial soil gas survey. Mr. Douglas Daley provided surveillance for the
followup sampling.

6.1 INSTRUMENTATION

Air monitoring was performed on a routine basis using a Photovac TIP.
The instrument did not detect any sustained organic vapor concentrations in
the breathing zone which exceeded background. An HNu PI-101 was utilized
during the resampling for air monitoring. Again, no elevated concentrations
of volatiles were detected in the breathing zone.

6.2 PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

The work on the site was begun at a Level C protection. This ensemble
consisted of:

- full face piece air purifying respirator
" - organic vapor cartridges

- Tyvek coveralls

- Tlatex gloves

- rubber boots

ART02LY3
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In addition, TRC personnel routinely wore hearing protection when oper-
ating the hydraulic hammer, ,

Based upon the air monitoring data from the Remedial Investigation and
upon the soil gas survey data and air monitoring, the level of respiratory
protection was downgraded to a Level D (no'respirator). Monitoring of the
breathing zone continued using the Photovac TIP, while the respirators were
kept available in the event they were required. In addition, the use of Tyvek
was discontinued, as there would be no contact with contaminated soil other
than at the sole of the work shoes or by handling the probes. The use of
latex gloves was continued to prevent hand contact.

6.3 DECONTAMINATION |

Personnel exposure to contaminated materials during the soil gas survey
was relatively minimal. The sole of the boots and, in the case of the
geologist handling the used probes, the gloves were most commonly in contact
with potentially contaminated soils. Wash basins were used to scrub boots and
gloves prior to leaving the site. The van tires were also scrubbed and rinsed
with a spray nozzle before leaving the site.

AR102LSL
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MILLCREEX ¥ILLGW. WK1

TABLE |

GROUND WATER LEVEL MEASUREMENTS
DECEMBER 11, 1987

GROUNDHATER DEPTH | GRODND WATER  PHOTOVAC
FRON 0P OF CASING T0P OF CAING  GROND GBOUHDWATER  DEPTE (FT) TIP BEADING

NELD # (1) BLEVATION (FT) ELEVATION (FY) BLEVATION (FT) BELOK GRODND  (PPH)
s 3 neAL MR Mt 4 185
10 5.65 T14.75 345 709.10 1.3 2.5
1 8.1 T14.79 mar 10669 6.13 2.8
14 3.2 717.53 115.96 T14.33 1.63 3.0
204 1.5 720.86 718.13 | 713.36 5.11 3.5
W 6.2 12085 T18.99  T713.93 5.06 1.0
! : |

2 X

HOTES: * - Well cap could not be opened because of rust.
#t - Reading taken inside of well head.
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MILLCREEK TABLE 2: SGSPLIT.WK1

SAMPLE SPLIT RESULTS (ug/l)

1 SAMPLE | o TOTAL :
y LOCATION | 1,2-DCA | TCA i1 1,2-DCA | TCA g
P oo oo N s {mmmeeom :
15G-03 H 0.8 | 0.009 i} 2 0.02 |
1 SG~06 ' 13 | 0.008 1}, 14 | 0.1}
15G-12 | 12 ] 0.02 11 14 0.1}
15G-19 H 20 | 0.03 11 24 | 0.2 1
19G-22 H 5 | 0.005 1} 6 | 0.04 |
1 SG-37 | 4 | 0.005 || 5 | 0.04 |
15G-43 ' 4 | 0.008 ) 4 | 0.03 |

NOTE: Total concentrations calculated as if analysis
performed on site (e.g. determined from one peak).
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SAKPLE ¢

DATE

12/14/87 12:24
12/14/87 11:23 a»
12/14/87 2:44 D
12/14/87 12:48
12714787 1:10 ma
12/14/87 3:16 ;2
12/15/87 §8:36
12/15/87 8:00 aa
12/15/87 §
12/14/87 3
12/14/81 &
12/14/87 &
12/14/87 %
12/15/87
12/16/87
12/16/87 10:15 an
12/15/87 9:02 a
12/15/87 10:15 an
12/15/87 9:56 an
12/15/87

12/14/87 9:42
12/15/87 10:43
12/15/87 11:34 ma
12/15/87 4:59 pa
12/15/87 3:55 ma
12/16/87 9:25 aa
12/16/87 2:10 p»
12716787 10:15 aa
12/16/87 10:15 an
12/16/87 9:45 an
12/16/87 10:45 an
12/16/87 11:59 an
12/16/87 2:35 m
12/16/87 11:42 a»
12/15/87 4:15
12/15/87 421 m
12/15/81
12/15/87
12/15/81 2
12/15/87 3
12/15/87 1:
12/15/87 3
12/15/87 1
12/16/87 1
12/16/87

TINE  DEPM (ft)

........................................

W CFV S Cad e CTD SN R D G Cd NI QA

> /T W N

Cal i CV CFYV e

o

>t o
TABLE 3

S0IL GAS SORVEY BESOLTS
DECEMBER 14 - 16, 1987

' AIR TENP.

LOCATIOR (n
Between KW 17ASB and MW 18A8B 35
Bagt of MK 17 A&B 35
Wegt of KW 16 AsB 35
Northwest of ¥¥ 14 35
Between TP 12 and TP 14 35
West of MW 20 A48 35
SE portion of gite, X of ¥ 4 40
South of MW 154 40
Southwest of MW | 35
Center of site, N¥ of TP 15 35
Hortheast of ¥¥ 20 A4B 35
Kast of TP 1 35
Center of site 35
(Groundwater level high)
South of MW 12 30
South thru parking lot, W side 30
Horthwest of MW § 4
Southwest of ¥¥ 10 35
Southeast of KW 10 35
{Groundwater level high)
N portion of site, SEof M¥ 11 35
Northern portion of site 35
Northern portion of site 35
Bel-Aire Hotel South 35
15th 5t. and Harper Dr. 35
SE of Bel-Aire, by Harper Dr. 30
1326 Harper Dr. 30
15th St. ext. @ Marshall's Run 30
17th St. ext. @ Marshall's Run 30
SE corner of parking lot 30
17tk 5% & Harper Dr, MR corner 30
{5th @ trailer park, NE corner 30
Trailer park road @ turn 30
Behind paint store 30
§ of 12th 5t. @ Snaptite 3
Near #9 trailer 35
3034 Nest 12th 5t. 35
Behind Animal Ark Hospital 3
Bext to 12th §¢. Tavern 35
11th and 5111, Appletree Apt. 35
Front of vacant lot 35
11th & ¥ichigan, opp.#1103 35
Between 3142 & 3144 12th 5%, 35
13th & Oregon, NE cormer 30
3123 13th St. 30

AR102L98

PAGE 1 OF 2
WEATHER  GRODNDWATER
CONDITIONS  ERCOUNTERED
overcast 10
overcast yes
overcast no
overcast 1o
overcast yes
overcast 1o
rain o
light rain 10
vindy, rain o
overcast no
overcast yes
overcast 1o
overcast yes
yes
8ROW no
snow yes
vindy, rain 1o
overcast 1o .
windy no
yes
overcast 1o
overcast 10
windy, overcast no
pindy o
windy B0
3] yes
overcast yes
gnow yes
 8noOw yes
snow no
8now yes
8o yes
overcast yes
8noO¥ yes
windy 1o
windy no
very windy no
windy o
cloudy 10
windy 1o
rindy o
rindy 1o
no
8nov 1o
snow yes
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HILLCREER TABLE 3 PAGE 1 OF 2

PROBE  ADAPTER VACUDM GAUGE OBGARICS CONCENTRATIONS (ug/1)

SAMPLE # DATE  TIME DEPTH (ft) NOUMBER NOUMBER (" Hg) 1,2-DCA 108 1CE
56-01  12/14/87 12:24 pa 3 4 3 { ! 0.01  0.0003
56-02  12/14/87 1123 am 2 3 2 L 0.4 0.004  <0.0003
56-03  12/14/87 :4d 3 1 6 2.5 1 0.01 0.0004
5G-04  12/14/87 12:48 pa 3.5 § 4 2.5 0.2 0.002 0.01
56-05  12/14/87 1:10 pa 2 b 5 4 0.4 0.003 0.004
56-06  12/14/87 3:i6pm 3.5 8 1 2 1 0.008  0.0004
86-07  12/18/87 §:36 am § A 2 2 8.1 0.0008 0.0007
56-08  12/15/87 8:00 an b 1 1 5.5 0.6 0.004 0.006
56-09  12/15/87 9:30 an 4 4 { ] 0.2 0.001 0.0008
56-10  12/14/81 3:28 ma 3 § 8 5 0.7 0.006 0.6
56-11  12/14/87 4:30 pa 5 i1 10 3 0.8 0.007 1
5G-12  12/14/37 4:06 pa 5 10 9 3 2 0.02 0.002
56-13  12/14/87 5:08 pa 4 12 11 3 3 0.02 0.007
56-14  12/15/87 1:00 p»

86-15  12/16/87 12:11 pa 4.5 ] 8 ] 0.07 0.0006  0.0002
5G-16  12/16/87 10:15 an 4 3 i

56-17  12/15/81 9:02 am 6 3 3 2 0.1 0.0007 0.0002
56-18  12/15/87 10:15 an 5 6 b § 0.08 0.0006 0.6
56-19  12/15/81 :56 a6 H § 5.5 0.2 0.002 0.002

S6-20  12/15/81 ' '
$6-21  12/14/87 9:42 mn 0. 0.001 ! ®

4 1 1 5 1
66-22  12/15/87 10:43 am 5 i T 5 0.03  0.0002  0.0002
56-23  12/15/87 1:M am B 8 8 3 p.0z  0.0001  0.9005
§G-24  12/15/87 &:53 m | 2 18 3.5 0.02  0.0001  0.000t
56-25  12/15/87 3:55pm 3 16 15 b 0.03  0.0002  <0.0001

56-26  12/16/87 §:25 am 1 1
56-27  12/16/87 2:10
56-28  12/16/87 10:15 an
56-29  12/16/87 10:15 an

o~
[
<>
—
<>
o>
A3
<3
o
<
<
<
<>
Ca

0.0002

56-30  12/16/87 9:45 am 2.5 2 2 L .01 0.00008 0.02
56-31  12/16/87 10:4b a4 4 4 4 0.02  0.000 0.0006
96-32  12/16/87 11:58 am 4 ] § $ 0.003  0.00002 9.001
§6-33  12/16/87 2:35 pm 1.5 11 11 1 0.06 0.0004 f.01
56-34  12/16/87 11:42 . 3 b b 8 0.05  0.0004  0.0001
56-35  12/15/81 4:5pm B 17 16 5 1 0.008 0.08
56-36  12/15/87 421 | 18 11 5 0.09  0.0007  0.0001
86-37  12/15/81 3:4lpn 5.5 15 1 b 0.02  0.0002  0.0001
96-38  12/15/87 44T pm 6 18 18 3.5 0.04  0.0004  <0.0001
56-39  12/15/81 :10pm S 12 i1 5 4 0.03 0.001
5G-40  12/15/87 3:26 pm 5.5 14 13 3 0.2 0.002  <D.0001
o6-41  12/15/81 Li46pa  § 11 10 b 0.2 0.001  0.0002
56-42  12/15/87 3:15pm 5.5 13 12 3 0.4 0.003  0.0006
5G-43  12/15/81 L:2%6mm ) 10 9 § 0.02  0.0002  <0.0001
56-44  12/16/87 12:00 pm 4 i 1 5 0.06  0.0005 0.1
56-45  12/16/87 12:20pm 2 3 9 1 0.08  0.0006  ©0.0008
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MILLCREEL TABLE 4: RESOLTS Oi SOIL GAS RRSAMPLING SGAS24. WK1

ORGARICS CO!C!ITRL&IOIS (ug/1)
Sample # Date Depth (ft) 1,2 DCA  1CA ®r 1,100k t,1DCA PCR CH2C12 CHC13  CCl4

--------------------------------

0.003 0.003 «¢0.006 <0.02 0.003 <0.03 <0.0007 <0.00009
0.006 0.002 «<0.006 <0.02  0.01 <0.03 0.006 <0.00008
0.004 0.1 «0.006 <0.02  0.001 «<0.03 0.003 0.0007

§6-06  3/24/88 1
3
2
¢ 0.08 0.1 «0.006 ¢0.02  0.04 <0.03  0.01 <0.00008
1
8
§

4
96-09  3/24/88 3
§6-11  3/24/88 5
56-18  3/24/8% 3 .
§ 0.002 0.004 <0.006 <0.02 0.002 <¢0.03 <¢0.0007 <0.00008
2 0.02 <0.0005 <0.006 <0.02  0.007 0.01 <0.00009
5 0.01 0.1 «0.006 «<0.02 0.007 «<0.03 <0.0007 <0.00008

5G-13  3/24/88 2.
§G-26  3/24/88
§6-35  3/24/88

"~
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NILLCREEK TABLE 5: QUALITY CONTROL RESULTS 5640 KL
Snalysis Date: | 12/14/87 : 12/15/81 : 12/16/87 |

Parameter: | DCA ! TCA ! TCR ! DCA ! %CA ! TCE ! DA ! %A ! B !
_______________ :__---_-__:__-__---_:_-..__--..-:_-__-____|__-_______|_,________l__,_______l--_____,__'__,______l
Blank (82) | <0.01 | <0.0001 ! 0.003 | <0.005 | 0.00004 | <0.0001 | <0.0006 1<0.00004 | <0.0001 |
MrSaple ] | 0.2 ! 0.002 ! 0.003 ! 0.08 !0.0005 | <0.0008 ! 0.06 ! 0.0005 ! <0.0001
Blaok (systes) | 0.2 | 0.002 | 0.003 ! 0.09 ! 0.0006 ! 0.0001! 0.06 ! 0.0005 ! 0.0001 |
MrSaaple 2 ! 0.08 1 0.0007 | 0.004 ! 0.07 }0.0005 ! 00000 -eme ] ceem ] ecem 1

................................................................

NOTE: All comcentrations given in ug/l.
Blank (N2): Nitrogea carrier gas
Air Sample 1: Collected at beginning of each day
Air Sample 2: Collected at end of each day
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Tracer Research Corporation

3855 North Business Center Drive Tucson, Arizona 85705 (6802) 888-3400

April 7, 1988

Dharmara jan R. Iver

Malcolm Pirnies Inc. :

S. 3515 Abbatt Road : -
Buffalo, New York 14219

Dear Dharma:

‘Enclosed are the results of the resampling conducted at the
Millcreek Superfund Site on March 24, 1988. The attached table
(Table I) includes data from the December 1987 investigation for
comparison. With few exceptions, caorresponding analyses from both
soil gas surveys were within an order of magnitude of each other.
At this site, the inability to accurately relocate points and
complex subsurface material (fill) wvariations would explain
additinonal discrepancies.

If vou have any questions} please call me at (&6&02) 888-~-9400.
Sincerely,

R. Scott Cherba
Staff Hydraogeologist

aR102633
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Tracer Research Corpoaration
TABLE I. COMPARISON OF ANALYSES FROM TWO
INVESTIGATIONS PERFORMED AT THE MILLCREEK
SUPERFUND SITE, PENNSYLVANIA
SAMPL ING DEPTH 1,2~-DCA (pg/L) TCA (pg/Ly) TCE (Rrg/L)
LOCATION 12/87| 3/88 12/87 1| 3/88 12/87*| 3/88 12/87 3/88
S6as 3.9’ 42 1 0.1 0.009 [0.003 0.00040.003
SGO9 42 3’ 0.2 0.3 0.001 [0.006 0.0008|0.002
SG611 3 S’ 0.8 0.2 0.007 (0.004 1 0.1
sG18 3? 3 0.08 4 0.0006|0.08 0.6 0.1
SG19 &’ 2.9’ 0.2 0.1 0.002 (0.002 0.002 {10.004
SG26 NA a2’ NA 0.8 NA 0.02 Na <0 .0005
SG35 3° 3’ 1 0.6 0.008 (0.01 0.08 0.1

i 1,2-DCA and TCA co—-eluted on the analytical column used during

the Dec 1987 investigation. Therefore, the concentration reported
for each compound is an upper and lower limit of the combined
concentrations. The value reported for 1,2-DCA would be the upper
limit and TCA the lower limit for the combined actual concentra-—
tions. The sum of the actual 1,2-DCA and TCA concentrations will
be between the twa reported values.

QRXGZEB@
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Tracer Research Corporation

INTRODUCTION
A shallow so0il gas survey was conducted by Tracer Research
Corporaticon at a site in Millcreek, Pennsylvania. The

investigation was conducted December 14, 15 and 16, 1987 under

contract to Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. The main purpose was to
delineate the subsurface distribution of wvolatile organic
compounds.

For this survey, soil gas samples were taken and analyzed in
the field. The following compounds were investigated:?

1,2-Dichloroethane (1,2-DCA)
1;1,1-Trichloroethane (TCA)
Trichloroethene (TCE)

1,2-DCA and TCA co-eluted on the analytical column used in the
field by Tracer Research Cérporation. Therefore, the
concentration reported for each compound is an upper and lower
limit of the combined concentrations. The value reported for 1,2~
DCA would be the upper limit and TCA the lower 1limit for the
combined actual concentrations. Therefore, the sum of the actual
1,2-DCA and TCA concentrations will be between the two reported
values. This analytical 1limitation was considered acceptable
because the previous information indicated that 1,2-DCA was
present in very high concentrations as compared to TCA.
Subsqeuent analysis of samples splits analyzed by Tracer Research
Corporation in the Tucson lab confirmed the presence of both 1,2-
DCA and TCA.

1;1-dichloroethene, total (cis and trans) 1,2~
dichloroethene and l,l1-dichloroethane were not detected at the
Millcreek site during the on-site analyses. THe detection limit
for the above compounds was approximately 0.01 pg/L. Chloroethane
and vinyl chloride could not be measured during the field

analyses.
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BACKGROUND ON THE METHODOLOGY

The presence of volatile organicichemicals (VOCs) in shallow
s0il gas indicates the observed co@pounds may either be in the
vadose zone near the probe or in grouﬁdwater below the probe. The
so0il gas technology is most effect{ve in mapping low molecular
weight halogenated solvent chemicalsi and petroleum hydrocarbons
possessing high vapor pressures énd low agueous solubilities.
These compounds readily partition out;of the groundwater and into
the socil gas as a result of their:high gas/liquid partitioning
coefficients. Once in the soil gas, VOCS diffuse vertically and
horizontally through the soil to thé ground surface where they
dissipate into the atmosphere. The contamination acts as a
source and the above ground atmoéphere acts as a sink, and
typically a concentration gradient develops between the two. The
concentration gradient in soil gas between the source and ground
surface may be locally distorted by hydrologic and geologic
anomalies (e.g. clays, perched water); however, scil gas mapping
generally remains effective because distribution of the
contamination is usually broader in:areal extent than the local
geologic barriers and is defined using a large data base. The
presence of geologic obstructions ;on a small scale tends to
create anomalies in the soil gas-gfoundwater correlation, but
generally does not obscure the b}oader areal picture of the
centaminant distribution. i |

The results of a so0il gas survéy are generally used as a
small part of an overall contaminant investigation. The most
common use of the data obtaimed during a soil gas investigation
is to more efficiently use conventional monitoring techniques
such as soil borings and monitoring wells. The results commonly
highlight areas that warrant furtber investigation and locate

areas where, because of the lack of céntaminants detected,
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sampling densities could be decreased. This use of the soil gas

as &a preliminary survey technique eliminates
"shotgun"

the need for a
approach for the placement of conventional samples. The

over all result is a time and cost savings by eliminating

unneeded samples. The results from a soil gas survey almost never

preclude further, conventional monitoring techniques.
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SAMPL ING AND ANALYTIC PROCEDURES

Tracer Research Corporation util?zed an analytical field van
which was equipped with two gas chfomatographs and two Spectra
Physics SP4270 computing integrators. In addition, the van has
two built-in gasoline powered generators which provide the
electrical power (110 volts AC) to operate all of the gas
chromatographic instruments and fielﬂ equipment. A specialized
hydraulic mechanism consisting of two:cylinders and a set of jaws
was used to drive and withdraw the sampling probes. Probes
consist of 7-foot lengths of 3/4 inéh diameter steel pipe which
are fitted with detachable drive poinfs. A hydraulic hammer was.
used to assist in driving probes; past cobbles and through
unusually hard soil.

Soil gas samples were collectediby driving a hollow steel
probe to a depth between 1.5 and 6 feét into the ground. Soil gas
samples were not taken when saturated conditions were encountered
at a depth less than 1.5 feet. The above—ground end of the
sampling probes were fitted with a stéel reducer and a length of
polyethylene tubing leading to a vacuum pump. Five to 10 liters
of gas was evacuated with a vacuum ﬁump. During the soil gas
evacuation, samples were collected by inserting a syringe needle
through a silicone rubber segment in {he evacuation line and down
into the steel probe. Ten millilitefs of gas were callected for
immediate analysis in the TRC analyti¢31 field van. Soil gas was
subsampled (duplicate injections) in Qolumes ranging from 1 RL to
2 mLs depending on the VOC concentration at any particular
location.

A gas chromatograph equipped zwith an electron capture
detector was used for analyses of 1,2-DCA, TCA and PCE. Nitrogen

was used as the carrier gas.
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Detection limits are a function of the injection volume as
well as the detector sensitivity for individual compounds. Thus,
the detection limit varies with the sample size. Generally, the
larger the injection size the greater the sensitivity. However,
peaks far compounds af interest must be kept within the linear
range of the detector. If any compound has a high caoncentration,
it is necessary to use small injections, and in some cases to
dilute the sample to keep it within linear range. This may cause
decreased detection 1limits for other compounds in the analyses.
The detection limits range down to 0.000035 Hg/L for compounds
such as TCA depending on the conditions of the measurement, in
particular, the sample size. If any component being analyzed is
not detected, the detection 1limit for that compound in that
analysis is given as a "less than" value (e.g. <0.0001 Hg/L).
This number is calculated from the current response factor, the
sample size, and the estimated minimum peak size (area) that

would have been visible under the conditions of the measurement.
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QUALITY ASSURANCE/QUALITY CONTROL PROCEDURES

Tracer Research Corporation’% normal quality assurance
procedures were Tfollowed 1in order to prevent any crass-—
contamination of soil gas samples. 7

. Steel probes are used only once during the day and then
washed with high pressure socap and hot water spray or
steam-cleaned to eliminate the possibility of cross-—
contamination. Enough probes are carried on each van to
avoid the need to reuse any during the day.

. Probe adaptors (steel reducer and tubing) are used once
during the course of the day and cleaned at the end of each
working day by baking in the GC oven. The tubing is
replaced periodically as needed during the job to insure
cleanliness and good fit.

. Silicone tubing (connecting the -adaptor to the vacuum pump)
is replaced as needed to insure proper sealing around the
syringe needle. This tubing does not directly contact soil
gas samples. :

. Glass syringes are usually used for only one sample per day
and are washed and baked out at night. If they must be
used twice, they are purged with carrier gas (nitrogen) and
baked ocut between probe samplings.

. Septa through which soil gas samples are injected into the
chromatograph are replaced on a daily basis to prevent
possible gas leaks from the chromatographic column.

. Analytical instruments are calibrated each day by the use
of chemical standards prepared in water by serial dilution
from commercially available pure chemicals. Calibration
checks are also run after approximately every five soil
gas sampling locations.

. 2 cc subsampling syringes are checked for contamination
prior to sampling each day by injecting nitrogen carrier
gas into the gas chromatograph.

. Prior to sampling each days system blanks are run to check
the sampling apparatus (probe, adaptor, 10 cc syringe) for
contamination by drawing ambient air from above ground
through the system and comparing the analysis to a con-
currently sampled air analysis.
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All sampling and 2 cc subsampling syringes are decontami-
nated each day and no such equipment is reused before being
decontaminated. Microliter size subsampling syringes are
reused only after a nitrogen carrier gas blank is run to
insure 1t is not contaminated by the previous sample.

Soil gas pumping is monitored by a vacuum gauge to insure
that an adequate gas flow from the vadose zone is
maintained. A negative pressure {(vacuum) of 2 in. Hg
less than the maximum capacity of the pump (evacuation
rate >0.02 cfm) usually indicates that a reliable gas
sample cannot be obtained because the soil has a very low
air permeability. :
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RESULTS

A total of 39 s0il gas sahples were taken and analyzed
during the investigation of the Millcreek site. At six locations
soil gas samples could not be extracted due to saturated
conditions at a depth of less than ;.5 feet. Analytical results
are condensed in Appendix A. :

The results obtained by NUS Corporations PADER and ERT
(November 1982 through September 1964) from subsurface soil and
groundwater samples suggest that there is widespread volatile
organic compound contamination underlying the Millcreek site. The
greatest density of VOC’s  were detected in the vicinity of
Marshall’s Run in the eastern pqrtion of the site. The
predominant compound detected was 1,2-dichloroethene. Based on
these results it was expected that Tracer Research Corporat;on
would detect fairly high concentrations of 1,2-dichloroethene and
other volatiles in the vicinity of Marshall’s Run, where the NUS
report outlined a groundwater contamination plume. Soil gas
samples taken in the area of the'suspécted plume did not confirm
the presence of ;
underlying groundwater or soil contamination or identify a source
of contamination which may be causing the groundwater
contamination. »

The soil gas vapor concentrations were much lower than
expected based on the groundwater data collected from previous
investigations. Several factors may be responsible for the low
soil gas values. Several mechanisms decrease concentrations of
contaminant vapors in the vadose zone. Infiltration of clean
water onto contaminated water will cause a contaminant plume to
sink. Infiltration produces a layer of clean water that will
become a barrier to the upward migration of contaminant vapors
preventing them from being detecte@ in the shallow socil gas.

Biological degradation and the natural depletion of vapors due

s ARI0Z26689
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diffusion into the atmosphere are other mechanisms to deplete the
concentration of vapors above a contaminant plume. The hydrologic
setting and age of the contaminant plume are probably responsible
for the poor correlation with the data from the previous
investigations.

Although the concentrations detected over most of the
Millcreek site were relatively lows the strict adherence of the
Tracer Regearch Corporation field crew to the Quality
Assurance/Buality Control plan and the standard sampling and
analysis technigues, assures that the data obtained 1is
representative of the present conditions in the shallow soil gas
underlying the Millcreek site.

The presence of very low concentrations over the entire site
is evidence that degradation, the natural depletion of vapors‘to
the atmosphere and clean water overlying the contaminated aquifer
impacted the concentrations of vaolatiles in the shallow soil gas.
In areas where there 1is significant groundwater contamination,
residual s68il contamination from the source is almost always
detected using the soil gas. The residual scil contamination of a
sgurce that fias caused groundwater contamination is often
detectable as far as 300 feet away from the point of the source.
The fact that no such source was detectable during the December
1987 soil gas investigation is evidence that the mechanisms
discussed above which cause decreased concentrations of
contaminant vapors are the reasons that the soil gas survey does

not correlate with the previocus sampling efforts.

TCE Distribution
The highest concentrations were detected at sampling
locations S6-11 and S6-21 (1 Hg/L). Elevated concentrations of

TCE are apparent in two main areas. One area is centered in the
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vicinity of monitoring wells MW-23, the other near soil gas
samples 56-10 and S56-11. Confirming samples in these two areas
would identify the source of elevate& concentrations as either

low level soil contamination, gréundwater cantamination or a

combination of soil and groundwater contamination.

1,2-DCA/TCA Digtribution

Elevated concentrations of 1,2-DCA/TCA were detected in
three main areas. These three areas include the area on site in
the vicinity of the test pits andiwest to Marshall Drive,; the
southern end of the estimated DCE pl&me and down gradient to the
north of the estimated plume. The legel of contamination detected
in these areas, 0.02 Hg/L to 4 Hg/L'és DCA or 0.002 Hg/L to 0.03
Rg/L as TCA, may indicate either loé level soil contamination or
underlying groundwater contaminaiion. Further soil and
groundwater sampling would identify the source of contaminant

vapors detected in the soil gas.

o AR10267!




cyYy- Tie

Tracer Research Corporation

CONCLUSIONS
The results of this survey indicate
areas containing slightly elevated concentrations of TCE and 1,2-

that there are several

DCA/TCA. Conventional soil and groundwater samples on site in the

test pit area, within the estimated plume, and downgradient from

the estimated plume would indicate if the elevated concentrations

detected in the soil gas reflect iow level soil contamination,
underlying groundwater contamination or a combination of soil and

groundwater contamination.
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APPENDIX A: CONDENSED DATA
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